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Québec Past and Present 

A History of Québec 

1608-1876 

Part Two  

James MacPherson Le Moine 

Author (1825-1912) 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/le_moine_james_macpherson_14F.html 
 

http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/le_moine_james_macpherson_14F.html 
 

Printed in 1876 at Québec (city) by Augustin Côté & Co. 

A book of 476 pages which can downloaded from the pages of Google.ca / Book 

Quebec, Past and Present: A History of Quebec, 1608-1876, 

 

https://books.google.ca/books?id=16sOAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=fr&s

ource=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0 - v=onepage&q&f=false     E-Book Free 

  

 
 

Benjamin Franklin 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Franklin 

 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/le_moine_james_macpherson_14F.html
http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/le_moine_james_macpherson_14F.html
https://books.google.ca/books?id=16sOAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=fr&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=16sOAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=fr&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Franklin
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Samuel Chase 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Chase 

 

Charles Carroll 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Carroll_of_Carrollton 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Chase
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Charles_Carroll_of_Carrollton_-_Michael_Laty.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Carroll_of_Carrollton
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Samuel_Chase.jpg?uselang=fr
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John Carroll 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Carroll_(%C3%A9v%C3%AAque) 

 

 

 

Fleury Mesplet 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fleury_Mesplet 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Carroll_(%C3%A9v%C3%AAque)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fleury_Mesplet,_1794.jpg?uselang=fr
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fleury_Mesplet
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:John_Carroll_Gilbert_Stuart.jpg?uselang=fr


4 
 

 

 

Pierre du Calvet 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_du_Calvet 

 

Excerpt from above book by James MacPherson Le Moine, addressing the 

Delegates to Canada in 1776. 

In early 1776, when the news reached Congress that the assault upon Québec 

(city) had failed (December 1775); that Montgomery (General Richard 

Montgomery, American General) had been left dead on the snowy heights, and 

Arnold (General Benedict Arnold) borne wounded from the field; that cold, hunger, 

and small-pox were wasting the army (American Amy), that discipline was 

forgotten and the people indifferent or inimical, the Congress resorted to the 

expedient of appointing three Commissioners to go to Montréal, confer with Arnold, 

and arrange a plan for the rectification of Canadian affairs.  

Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Chase and Charles Carroll were selected for this 

mission. Mr. John Carroll, a Catholic Clergyman, (afterwards Archbishop of 

Baltimore), was also invited to accompany them. He had been educated in France, 

and it was supposed that this circumstance added to his religious profession and 

character, would enable him to exercise and influence with the clergy in Canada. 

The Commissioners were clothed with extraordinary powers. They were 

authorized to receive Canada into the Union of Colonies and organize the 

government on the republican system. They were empowered to suspend military 

officers, decide disputes between the civil and military authorities, vote at councils 

of war, draw upon Congress to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars, raise 

additional troops and issue military commissions, in short whatever authority 

Congress itself, could be supposed to exercise over Canada, was conferred upon 

the three commissioners. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Pierre_du_Calvet,_1792.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_du_Calvet
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Please note; from November 28th 1775 to May 9th 1776, the city of Montréal was 

under the control of the American military forces, first under the command of 

General Richard Montgomery and a few months later under the command of 

General David Wooster. 

Chiefly, however, they were charged to convince, conciliate, and win the 

Canadians by appeals to their reason and interest, in aid of which they were to 

take measures for establishing a newspaper to be conducted by a friend of 

Congress. To carry into operation this portion of their instructions, they secured 

the services of a French printer named Fleury Mesplet (1734-1794), the latter 

founded the Gazette du commerce et littéraire pour la ville et district de Montréal, 

the latter newspaper became the Montreal Gazette. 

Benjamin Franklin left Montréal on May 11th,1776 and returned to Philadelphia.  

On May 12th,1776 Samuel Chase and Charles Carroll also left Montréal and 

rejoined with Benjamin Franklin at St. Johns (Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu) 

See; Thomas M. Charland, author of La mission de John Carroll au Canada en 

1776 et le Père Pierre René Floquet, Supérieur des Jésuites à Montréal. 

 

The authors 
 
François Baby – Le journal de François Baby > BAnQ Catalogue > BAnQ 

Numérique > République Libre > Chapters-Indigo 

https://www.banq.qc.ca/recherches/ > François Baby – Le journal de François 

Baby   

https://www.banq.qc.ca/techno/recherche/portail.html?q=Le+journal+de+Fran%C

3%A7ois+Baby&lang=lang_fr 

 

http://numerique.banq.qc.ca/ressources/details/IRIS/ > François Baby – Le journal 

de François Baby 

 

https://english.republiquelibre.org/Qu%C3%A9bec_during_the_American_invasio

n,_1775-

1776._The_journal_of_Fran%C3%A7ois_Baby,_Gabriel_Taschereau,_and_Jenk

in_Williams 

 

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/fr-ca/livres/quebec-during-the-american-

invasion/9780870137402-article.html 

 

François Baby – Quebec during the American invasion, 1775-1776: the journal of 
François Baby > BAnQ Catalogue > BAnQ Numérique 

https://www.banq.qc.ca/recherches/
https://www.banq.qc.ca/techno/recherche/portail.html?q=Le+journal+de+Fran%C3%A7ois+Baby&lang=lang_fr
https://www.banq.qc.ca/techno/recherche/portail.html?q=Le+journal+de+Fran%C3%A7ois+Baby&lang=lang_fr
http://numerique.banq.qc.ca/ressources/details/IRIS
http://numerique.banq.qc.ca/ressources/details/IRIS
https://english.republiquelibre.org/Qu%C3%A9bec_during_the_American_invasion,_1775-1776._The_journal_of_Fran%C3%A7ois_Baby,_Gabriel_Taschereau,_and_Jenkin_Williams
https://english.republiquelibre.org/Qu%C3%A9bec_during_the_American_invasion,_1775-1776._The_journal_of_Fran%C3%A7ois_Baby,_Gabriel_Taschereau,_and_Jenkin_Williams
https://english.republiquelibre.org/Qu%C3%A9bec_during_the_American_invasion,_1775-1776._The_journal_of_Fran%C3%A7ois_Baby,_Gabriel_Taschereau,_and_Jenkin_Williams
https://english.republiquelibre.org/Qu%C3%A9bec_during_the_American_invasion,_1775-1776._The_journal_of_Fran%C3%A7ois_Baby,_Gabriel_Taschereau,_and_Jenkin_Williams
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/fr-ca/livres/quebec-during-the-american-invasion/9780870137402-article.html
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/fr-ca/livres/quebec-during-the-american-invasion/9780870137402-article.html
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François Baby – Quebec during the American invasion 1775-1776   
https://cap.banq.qc.ca/search/dc8c02de-d842-4a44-8815-3e4965217391 
 

Thomas M. Charland – La mission de John Carroll au Canada en 1776 et l’interdit 

du Père Pierre René Floquet, Supérieur des Jésuites à Montréal 

https://www.umanitoba.ca/colleges/st_pauls/ccha/Back Issues/CCHA1933-

34/Charland.html  Complete document online 

 

Joseph Cossette – Pierre-René Floquet (1716-1782) – Jesuit, Superior of the 

Jesuits in Montréal from 1757 onwards who during the American occupation of 

Montréal with his frequent relations with some of the American officers 

compromised Floquet in the eyes of British authorities > Biographi.ca  

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/floquet_pierre_rene_4F.html 

 

http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/floquet_pierre_rene_4F.html 

 

Raymond Douville – Jean-Baptiste Badeaux, notary, justice of the peace and 

diarist. At the time of the American invasion in 1775, Badeaux kept a diary in which 

he noted the events that took place in Trois-Rivières and the surrounding region. 

A convinced royalist, he commented; ‘’I admit that I find some virtues in several of 

the republicans, I find great defects in a republic in general; I see in it much more 

error and ostentation than true greatness of soul’’ > Biographi.ca 

http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/badeaux_jean_baptiste_4E.html 

 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/badeaux_jean_baptiste_4E.html 

 

P. R. Flouquet – Father Floquet, Jesuit, an inveterate enemy of the British and a 

supporter of the Rebel Americans > JSTOR 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/44377782?seq=1 - metadata_info_tab_contents   

PDF available for download 

 

Claude Galarneau – Fleury Mesplet, printer, publisher and bookseller. In 

November of 1775 after Richard Montgomery had captured Montréal, Mesplet 

succeeded in convincing the second Continental Congress that a French printing 

firm was necessary for the success of the revolution in Montréal > Biographi.ca  

http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/mesplet_fleury_4E.html 

 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/mesplet_fleury_4E.html 

 

Charles A. Goodrich - Charles Carroll of Carrollton – 1738-1832 – In 1776, Mr. 

Carroll was appointed by Congress on a commission to proceed to Canada with 

Benjamin Franklin and Samuel Chase to persuade the people of that province 

https://cap.banq.qc.ca/search/dc8c02de-d842-4a44-8815-3e4965217391
https://www.umanitoba.ca/colleges/st_pauls/ccha/Back%20Issues/CCHA1933-34/Charland.html
https://www.umanitoba.ca/colleges/st_pauls/ccha/Back%20Issues/CCHA1933-34/Charland.html
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/floquet_pierre_rene_4F.html
http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/floquet_pierre_rene_4F.html
http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/badeaux_jean_baptiste_4E.html
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/badeaux_jean_baptiste_4E.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44377782?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/mesplet_fleury_4E.html
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/mesplet_fleury_4E.html
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(Quebec) to relinquish their allegiance to the crown of England and unite with the 

Americans in their struggle for independence 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Carroll_of_Carrollton 

 

Charles A. Goodrich – Samuel Chase – In the spring of 1776 with Benjamin 

Franklin and Charles Carroll was appointed by the Congress to induce the 

inhabitants of Canada to withdraw their connection from Great Britain and join the 

American confederacy > https://www.booktopia.com.au/lives-of-the-signers-to-

the-declaration-of-independence-charles-augustus-

goodrich/ebook/9788026897644.html     E-Book  

 

Martin Ignatius Joseph Griffin & William Leo Joseph Griffin – Father Pierre-

René Floquet - Jesuit Father who in 1776 in Montreal met with Rev. John Carroll 

and most likely Charles Carroll of Carrolton at the house of Pierre du Calvet – see 

pages 63 to 70 > Books Google 

https://books.google.ca/books?id=m-4OAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA3-PA63&redir_esc=y 

- v=onepage&q&f=false   E-Book 

 

Peter Guilday – John Carroll – The life and times of John Carroll – In 1776, he 

accompanied Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Chase and Charles Carroll of Carrollton, 

in their unsuccessful mission to Canada > Archive.org 

https://archive.org/details/lifetimesofjohnc00guil/page/n10/mode/1up?view=theat

er   Complete book online 

 

Lucien Lemieux – Étienne Montgolfier, priest, superior of the Sulpician in 

Montréal from 1759 to 1791. During the period the Americans were in Montréal 

from November 1775 to the spring of 1776, Montgolfier avoided relations with the 

Americans > Biographi.ca 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/montgolfier_etienne_4F.html 

 

http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/montgolfier_etienne_4F.html 

 

Justin Harvey Smith – Our struggle for the fourteenth colony, Canada and the 

American Revolution > HathiTrust Digital Library > Amazon.ca 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Search/Home?lookfor=%22Smith,%20Justin%20Har

vey,%201857-1930.%22&type=author&inst= 
 

https://www.amazon.ca/Our-struggle-fourteenth-colony-

Revolution/dp/B009RIXRDI 
 

https://www.amazon.ca/Our-Struggle-Fourteenth-Colony-

Revolution/dp/1298625548 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Carroll_of_Carrollton
https://www.booktopia.com.au/lives-of-the-signers-to-the-declaration-of-independence-charles-augustus-goodrich/ebook/9788026897644.html
https://books.google.ca/books?id=m-4OAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA3-PA63&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=m-4OAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA3-PA63&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://archive.org/details/lifetimesofjohnc00guil/page/n10/mode/1up?view=theater
https://archive.org/details/lifetimesofjohnc00guil/page/n10/mode/1up?view=theater
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/montgolfier_etienne_4F.html
http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/montgolfier_etienne_4F.html
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Search/Home?lookfor=%22Smith,%20Justin%20Harvey,%201857-1930.%22&type=author&inst=
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Search/Home?lookfor=%22Smith,%20Justin%20Harvey,%201857-1930.%22&type=author&inst=
https://www.amazon.ca/Our-struggle-fourteenth-colony-Revolution/dp/B009RIXRDI
https://www.amazon.ca/Our-struggle-fourteenth-colony-Revolution/dp/B009RIXRDI
https://www.amazon.ca/Our-Struggle-Fourteenth-Colony-Revolution/dp/1298625548
https://www.amazon.ca/Our-Struggle-Fourteenth-Colony-Revolution/dp/1298625548
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Bruno Paul Stenson – Benjamin Franklin in Montreal > Waymarking 

https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMK3C5_Benjamin_Franklin_in_Montr

eal_Montreal_Quebec_Canada 

 

Gabriel Elzéar Taschereau – Quebec during the American invasion, 1775-1776 

- The journal of François Baby > Michigan State University Press, 2005, 141 

pages, East Lansing, Michigan > BAnQ Catalogue > Amazon.ca > Chapters-Indigo  

Research Gate Gabriel Taschereau – Quebec during the American Invasion – 

1775-1776    

https://cap.banq.qc.ca/search/4ef2d850-0fc9-44ae-be79-d5ada1419648 

 

https://www.amazon.ca/Quebec-During-American-Invasion-1775-

1776/dp/0870137409 

 

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/fr-ca/livres/quebec-during-the-american-

invasion/9780870137402-article.html 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249904060_Quebec_During_the_Ameri

can_Invasion_1775-

1776_The_Journal_of_Francois_Baby_Gabriel_Taschereau_and_Jenkin_Willia

ms_review 

 

Pierre Tousignant & Madeleine Dionne-Tousignant – Pierre du Calvet, 

storekeeper, merchant, justice of the peace in Montréal who was accused and 

arrested on September 27th,1780 on suspicions of treason which had hung over 

him since the American invasion of 1775. Three letters written by du Calvet dated 

September 7th,1780 addressed to George Washington, the Marquis de La Fayette 

and the members of the Philadelphia Congress had been intercepted > 

Biographi.ca 

http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/du_calvet_pierre_4E.html 

 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/du_calvet_pierre_4E.html 

 

Charles Turgeon – Pierre-René Floquet – Invasion américaine de 1775-1776 > 

Papyrus – Université de Montréal 

https://papyrus.bib.umontreal.ca/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1866/5221/Turgeon_Cha

rles_2010_memoire.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y   Complete document online 

 

https://papyrus.bib.umontreal.ca/xmlui/handle/1866/2956/browse?locale-

attribute=fr&type=subject&value=Pierre-Ren%C3%A9+Floquet 

 

https://core.ac.uk/display/55646780 

https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMK3C5_Benjamin_Franklin_in_Montreal_Montreal_Quebec_Canada
https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMK3C5_Benjamin_Franklin_in_Montreal_Montreal_Quebec_Canada
https://cap.banq.qc.ca/search/4ef2d850-0fc9-44ae-be79-d5ada1419648
https://www.amazon.ca/Quebec-During-American-Invasion-1775-1776/dp/0870137409
https://www.amazon.ca/Quebec-During-American-Invasion-1775-1776/dp/0870137409
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/fr-ca/livres/quebec-during-the-american-invasion/9780870137402-article.html
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/fr-ca/livres/quebec-during-the-american-invasion/9780870137402-article.html
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249904060_Quebec_During_the_American_Invasion_1775-1776_The_Journal_of_Francois_Baby_Gabriel_Taschereau_and_Jenkin_Williams_review
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249904060_Quebec_During_the_American_Invasion_1775-1776_The_Journal_of_Francois_Baby_Gabriel_Taschereau_and_Jenkin_Williams_review
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249904060_Quebec_During_the_American_Invasion_1775-1776_The_Journal_of_Francois_Baby_Gabriel_Taschereau_and_Jenkin_Williams_review
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249904060_Quebec_During_the_American_Invasion_1775-1776_The_Journal_of_Francois_Baby_Gabriel_Taschereau_and_Jenkin_Williams_review
http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/du_calvet_pierre_4E.html
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/du_calvet_pierre_4E.html
https://papyrus.bib.umontreal.ca/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1866/5221/Turgeon_Charles_2010_memoire.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://papyrus.bib.umontreal.ca/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1866/5221/Turgeon_Charles_2010_memoire.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://papyrus.bib.umontreal.ca/xmlui/handle/1866/2956/browse?locale-attribute=fr&type=subject&value=Pierre-Ren%C3%A9+Floquet
https://papyrus.bib.umontreal.ca/xmlui/handle/1866/2956/browse?locale-attribute=fr&type=subject&value=Pierre-Ren%C3%A9+Floquet
https://core.ac.uk/display/55646780
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André Vachon – Jean-Olivier Briand, Bishop of Québec from 1759 to 1794. In 

1775 as the American Revolution broke-out. Soon there was talk of an imminent 

invasion of Canada and already rebel agents were urging the Canadians to revolt. 

Briand had a maxim that the only true Christians and sincere Catholics are subjects 

obedient to their lawful sovereign and he urged his faithful to repulse the invaders 

and issued a pastoral letter supporting Carleton’s proclamation > Biographi.ca 

http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/briand_jean_olivier_4E.html 

 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/briand_jean_olivier_4E.html 

 

Nive Voisine – Louis Édouard Blois – Catholic priest and historian who among his 

many books addressed the history of Québec during the French and British 

regimes < Biographi.ca 

http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/bois_louis_edouard_11E.html 

 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/bois_louis_edouard_11E.html 

 

Jenkin Williams - Quebec during the American Invasion, 1775-1776: the journal 

of François Baby, Gabriel Taschereau, and Jenkin Williams > Editor: East Lansing, 

Michigan – Michigan State University Press, 2005 – 141 pages > BAnQ Catalogue 

> Amazon.ca > Chapters-Indigo > République Libre 

https://cap.banq.qc.ca/ > Jenkin Williams – Quebec during the American Invasion 

– 1775-1776 

https://www.amazon.ca/Quebec-During-American-Invasion-1775-

1776/dp/0870137409 
 

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/fr-ca/livres/quebec-during-the-american-

invasion/9780870137402-article.html 

 

https://english.republiquelibre.org/Qu%C3%A9bec_during_the_American_invasio

n,_1775-

1776._The_journal_of_Fran%C3%A7ois_Baby,_Gabriel_Taschereau,_and_Jenk

in_Williams  

 

Adapted and compiled by Jacques Gagné 

gagne.jacques@sympatico.ca 
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